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ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 
 
General  
This month’s meeting will take place in the MPCA Board Room at 520 Lafayette Road in 
St. Paul. The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. Staff will be available for briefing and questions at 
12:30 p.m.  

I. **Election of Presiding Officer 
The chair and vice chair will not be present for the meeting.  According to the EQB Operating 
Rules, Minnesota Rules Part 4405.0500, subpart 3: 
 
Subp. 3. Presiding officer. At a board meeting, if both the chairperson and vice chairperson are 
absent or are abstaining from discussing or voting on a matter, the board shall elect a presiding 
officer who shall serve only for that meeting or until either the chairperson or vice chairperson 
is available to chair the meeting. 
 

II. *Adoption of Consent Agenda 
• Proposed Agenda for January 18, 2012, Board Meeting 
• December 22, 2011, Meeting Minutes 

 
III. Introductions 

 
IV. Executive Director’s Report 

 
V. Executive Order 11-32 Project Updates  

 
Presenters   

• Improved Environmental Governance and Coordination 
Steve Woods, Board of Water and Soil Resources 
(651-297-7748) 

Susan Heffron, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(651-757-2417) 

 

                                                 
** Denotes action may be taken 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 
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• Environmental Review Improvement 
Randall Doneen, Department of Natural Resources 
(651-259-5156) 

Jess Richards, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(651-757-2858) 

 
• Environment and Energy Report Card 

Bill Grant, Commerce 
(651-296-9325) 

Matt Langan, Commerce 
(651/296-2096) 

 
• Environmental Congress 

Todd Biewen, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(651-757-2228) 

 
Materials enclosed: 

• Executive Order 11-32 Project Staffing Roster 
• Project Work Plans 

 
Issue before the Board:  The Board will hear progress reports from the interagency core team 
leaders, and will have the opportunity to ask questions and provide further direction. 

 
Background: 
Interagency teams have been implementing the four project work plans since EQB approval of 
the work plans in January. 
 
 
 

VI. **Approval of Request for Comments on Environmental Review 
Rulemaking Pertaining to the Timeframe for Alternative Areawide 
Review Updates 

 
Presenter  Bob Patton 
  (651-201-6226) 

 
Materials enclosed: 

• Draft Request for Comments 
• E-Mail to Representative Bob Dettmer and Senator Ray Vandeveer dated February 17, 

2012 
• Senate File 2432 (Vandeveer) 
• Excerpt of Minn. Rules part 4410.3610 (AUAR) pertaining to AUAR updates 
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Issue before the Board:  Resolution authorizing Chair to publish Request for Comments notice in 
accordance with Minn. Stat. section 14.101. 
 
Background: 
In 1988 the Environmental Quality Board adopted a process to review incremental impacts 
accumulating from a series of sequential projects in a certain geographic area, development typical of 
the rapidly growing suburbs of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The Alternative Urban Areawide 
Review (AUAR) process substitutes for any EAW or EIS required for specific qualifying projects 
proposed in the area, provided they comply with the review assumptions and mitigation measures. In 
other words, the specific projects can be “pre-reviewed” by the AUAR.  (from Guide to the 
Minnesota Environmental Review Rules, May 2010) 
 
The AUAR provision contains a requirement to update the AUAR under certain circumstances listed 
in Minn. Rules part 4410.3610, subpart 7.  The subpart lists circumstances under which updates 
are required, including a requirement based on the time elapsed since adoption or last update: 
 
A. Five years have passed since the RGU adopted the original environmental analysis document 
and plan for mitigation or the latest revision. This item does not apply if all development within 
the area has been given final approval by the RGU. 
 
The proposed amendment is in response to concerns raised by Representative Bob Dettmer (R-
Forest Lake) and Senator Ray Vandveer (R-Forest Lake).  The concerns include burden on local 
government because of the frequency of the update, and mismatch with the mandatory 
comprehensive plan update requirement for cities in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. 
 
A bill has been introduced by Senator Vandeveer that would require the EQB to update the rule 
to increase the update timeframe from five to 10 years. 
 
EQB staff has taken the position that full rulemaking (rather than expedited rulemaking 
mandated by the bill) is the best way to ensure thorough and thoughtful consideration of a 
change to the timeframe for updating AUARs, and for that reason is bringing the request for 
comments before the Board.  However, staff recommends that the EQB authorize rulemaking 
only after completion in November of recommendation on improving environmental review 
under Executive Order 11-32.   
 
Please note: the language in the draft request for comments must still undergo interagency and 
legal counsel review, is subject to significant change, and is provided for context only.  The 
resolution authorizes the Chair to publish the notice. 
 
 

VII. Adjourn 
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